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with the Order of the Red Eagle, First Class.30 The Eng-
lish Cabinet, whose views Hardinge had been representing,
were determined to preserve England's supremacy of the
seas and keep ahead of Germany in Dreadnought construc-
tion. But they foresaw the bitterness which would be
engendered between the two countries by further naval
competition, as well as the terrible financial burden it would
impose on England. They therefore sincerely desired and
tried to come to some sort of understanding with Germany
on the subject.v It was a tragic mistake of Tirpitz and the
Kaiser that they should have so flatly refused discussion
and thereby pushed England further into the arms of JbVance~
JruT JRi'i'ssia, thus strengthening the Triple Entente ancT
helping to crystallize its opposition, y
The effect on Germany of England's opposition to the
Bagdad Railway, of her efforts to limit the German navy,
of the Reval meeting and the apparent consolidation of
France, Russia, and England into a Triple Entente, was to
produce a conviction that Germany was being "encircled."
Germans believed that this encirclement was Edward VII's
personal work, and that it aimed at strangling German com-
mercial and colonial expansion, and even at crushing Ger-
many's political and military position. There is no sub-
stantial evidence that there was any deliberate encirclement
with such aims on the part of King Edward or the British
Government. Such notions were the product of German
imagination, fear, and suspicion. But there was neverthe-
less something of a diplomatic encirclement. Germany was
now surrounded by three Great Powers, whose combined
strength was supposed to be equal or superior to that of
the Triple Alliance, and who were growing increasingly
ready to cooperate in defense of their own interests whether
so Kaiser to Billow, Aug. 11-13, 1908; G.P., XXIV, 124-129; cf. also
Hardinge's report to Grey of Aug. 16, 1908, printed with other material
on the Kronberg visit, in B.D., VI, 173-200.